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been murdered by a party of moonlighters in his house,
Castle Farm, at Castle Island, County Kerry. His
grown-up sons and daughters had shown the greatest
courage, and one of the murderers had been shot For
this the family were cut off as far as possible from all
the necessaries of life, and in April, 1887, the boycott
still continued. Stevenson, while admitting the wrongs
of Ireland, had always the most profound regard for the
paramount claims of the law, and had long been shocked
both by the disregard of it in Ireland and by the callous
indifference of the English to the needs of those en-
gaged in its support He now pitched upon the case
of the Curtin family as a concrete instance in which it
behoved England to do her duty, and since no one else
was forthcoming for the task, he prepared to offer him-
self as an agent, and, if need were, a martyr in the
cause. As a man of letters he was not tied down to
any one place to do his work, so he proposed to take
the Curtins' farm and there live with his wife and his
stepson. His wife added her protests to those of all
his friends who heard of the project, but in vain, and
so without sharing his illusions she cheerfully prepared
to accompany him.

It is impossible to conceive a more quixotic design.
Many of the objections to it Stevenson realised himself,
or was told by his friends.1 But perhaps he never sus-
pected how little he understood the Irish, or how utterly
futile his action would have proved. As a matter of
fact he hardly ever came into contact with Irishmen at
any time during his life, was probably misled by false
inferences from the Highlanders as to Celtic peculiari-

1 Letters, ii. 27.    This letter belongs, however, to 1887.
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